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About the Festival

acing the haunting outline of the majestic Wicklow

Mountains, Ireland’s Fair City holds true to a 1,000-year
Celtic heritage that inspires her music and artistry to this day.
The 9*-annual Dublin Choral Festival will celebrate this great
heritage of Celtic musical inspiration.

The festival will take place June 16 - 20, 2027, and will feature
mixed-voice choirs and individual singers from a variety of
backgrounds joining together to sing en masse. Three days of
rehearsals will lead participants to a grand finale performance in
the historic, stunning, and iconic St. Patrick’s Cathedral. Founded
in 1191, St. Patrick’s Cathedral is also known as the National
Cathedral and Collegiate Church of St. Patrick and is the largest
church in Ireland.

The festival chorus will perform thrilling choral literature

under the direction of Dr. Craig Jessop, former director of the
Tabernacle Choir at Temple Square and Professor of Music and
the founding Dean for the Caine College of the Arts at Utah
State University.




Day One: Tuesday, June 15, 2027

* Depart via scheduled air service to Dublin

Day Two: Wednesday, June 16
* Arrive in Dublin
* Meet your MCI Tour Manager, who
will assist the group to the awaiting
motorcoach for a panoramic tour of
Dublin’s highlights including St. Ste-
phen’s Green, Merrion Square, Liffey
8 ampl e Footbridges, Grafton Street, Temple
Bar, O’Connell Street, and Phoenix
. Park. Also visit Dublin Castle. Dublin
Itlrlepapy Castle once functioned as a military
fortress, a prison, treasury, courts of law
and the seat of English Administration
in Ireland for 700 years. Dublin Castle is
now used for important state receptions
and presidential inaugurations
* Late afternoon hotel check-in
* Evening dinner and overnight

Day Three: Thursday, June 17

* Breakfast at the hotel

* Morning rebearsal

* Festival Welcome Lunch and entertain-
ment at Taylors Three Rock

* Visit St. Patrick’s Cathedral built in hon-
or of Ireland’s patron saint. St. Patrick’s
is the National Cathedral of the Church
of Ireland

* Dinner on own

* Evening rebearsal

* Overnight at the hotel

Day Four: Friday, June 18

* Breakfast at the hotel

* Morning rebearsal

* Lunch on own

 Afternoon at leisure for shopping or

your choir may take part in one of the
optional activities

Option 1: Excursion to Glendalough
and the Wicklow Mountains.

Option 2: Travel north to the pictur-
esque maritime village of Malahide for
some time in the village or on the beach.
Return to Dublin via Howth.

Option 3: Visit the Guinness Store-
house. Continue the tour with a visit to
the Teeling Whiskey Distillery, Dublin’s
newest whiskey distillery.

Option 4: Visit the GAA Museum
established to commemorate, recognize
and celebrate the GAA’s enormous con-
tribution to Irish sporting, cultural and
social life. Also take a tour of Croke
Park Stadium.

Dinner at the hotel

Evening rebearsal

Overnight at the hotel

Day Five: Sacurday, June 19

Breakfast at the hotel

Morning guided tour and entrance to
Trinity College, Ireland’s oldest universi-
ty. Trinity College contains the Book of
Kells, which dates from 800 AD, making
it one of the oldest books in the world
Lunch on own

Afternoon dress rebearsal with orchestra
Dinner on own

Dublin Choral Festival Finale Con-
cert in St. Patrick’s Cathedral
Overnight at the hotel

Day Six: Sunday, June 20

Breakfast at the hotel

Transfer to Dublin’s airport for return
flight



Festival Extensions

Through our years of experience, we at Music Celebrations know most choirs that participate in a European festival will want to
spend additional time in Europe before or after a festival in order to explore and experience the rich musical and cultural heritage
Europe has to offer. Through our exclusive association with various governmental and tourist offices, MCI is able to help choirs per-
form in stand-alone concerts as part of the American Celebration of Music in Ireland concert series. The following are examples of
possible pre or post-festival tour extensions to consider. Remember that MCI is more than happy to use these itineraries as a starting
point to then create a completely customized tour for any choir.

Tour 2 ;: Limerick (add two nighots)

Following the festival, take a morning transfer to Galway City for some time at leisure. Galway is
both a picturesque and lively city with a wonderful avant-garde culture. Continue through the Burren
Region to the Cliffs of Moher, one of Ireland’s most spectacular sights, then it is off to Limerick.
Perform as part of the American Celebration of Music in Ireland. Return to Dublin via a visit to
Ballyowen House, one of the finest remaining examples of neo-Classical Georgian architecture for a
large Irish country house. Enjoy an evening farewell dinner at Merry Ploughboy’s, then return to the
hotel for a final overnight and a transfer to Dublin International Airport for a return flight home.

Tour 3 : Belfast (add 6wo nighos)

Following the festival, take a morning transfer to Belfast for a guided tour, including the leaning
Albert Memorial Clock tower (Ireland’s answer to the Tower of Pisa), the Opera House, The Crown
Bar, Queens University, the Botanic Gardens, Shankill and Falls Road, and Belfast City Hall. Pet-
form in Belfast as part of the American Celebration of Music in Ireland. Take an afternoon visit to
Crumlin Road Gaol, a former prison and now a museum. Enjoy a visit to Titanic Belfast, where they
recreate the story of the wotld’s most famous ship in a new iconic, six floor building right beside the
historic site of the otiginal ship’s construction. Return to Dublin for a farewell dinner and entertain-
ment at Merry Ploughboy’s, then back to the hotel for a final overnight and transfer to the airport
for a return flight home.

Tour 4 : Galway & Killarney (add four nights)

Following the festival, take a morning transfer to Galway for a guided tour of this medieval city,
then enjoy a visit to Knockmoy Abbey. Perform in Galway as part of the American Celebration of
Music in Ireland. Take an excursion to the Cliffs of Moher, one of Ireland’s most spectacular sights.
Transfer to Killarney via Bunratty for a visit to Bunratty Castle. Also visit the Folk Park, a living
reconstruction of the homes and environment of Ireland of over a century ago. Enjoy a tour of the
Ring of Kerry highlights, including Molls Gap and Ladies View. Transfer to Blarney where we will
visit the Blarney Castle and Stone. The sacred stone is found at the top of the castle and when you
catch a glimpse of it, you may well feel compelled to bend over backwards and kiss it! Transfer back
to Dublin for an evening farewell dinner and entertainment at Merry Ploughboy’s, then back to the
hotel and transfer to the airport for a return flight home.
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Under his direction, the Tabernacle Choir received numerous awards, including
the coveted National Medal of Arts in a ceremony at the White House. He has
recorded over 15 CDs on the Telarc and MTC labels with the Choir and in 2008
received a Grammy nomination for his work with the Mormon Tabernacle Choir

and Orchestra at Temple Square.

At the Opening Ceremony of the 2002 Winter Olympic Games in Salt Lake City,
Dr. Jessop conducted the Mormon Tabernacle Choir and the Utah Symphony,
working with world-renowned artists Sting and Yo-Yo Ma, and composers John
Williams and Michael Kamen. Other artists with whom he has collaborated include
Renée Fleming, Frederica von Stade, Bryn Terfel, Audra McDonald, The King’s
Singers, Angela Lansbury, Claire Bloom, Walter Cronkite, and Charles Osgood. In
2003, Dr. Jessop conducted the choir and prepared the singers for a performance
of A German Requiem at the prestigious Tanglewood Festival with the Boston
Symphony Ozchestra and Rafael Friibeck de Burgos. A much sought-after guest
conductor, Dr. Jessop has been on the American choral scene for more than three

decades. His tenure as Music Director of the Mormon Tabernacle Choir and as
director of the United States Air Force Singing Sergeants in Washington D.C. has
taken him to the most prestigious concert halls of the nation and around the world including Carnegie Hall and Lincoln Center
in New York, the Kennedy Center in Washington, D.C., Royal Albert Hall in London and throughout Europe and Asia. In
2013 Dr. Jessop was selected by the American Choral Directors Association to conduct the monumental Benjamin Britten
War Requiem with the Dallas Symphony Chorus and Otrchestra at their national convention, the fourth time in his career to
conduct at the national ACDA conventions. He is also a frequent guest conductor at the prestigious Berkshire Choral Festival
in Massachusetts and in 2018 was the resident guest conductor with the all professional Santa Fe Desert Chorale at their annual
summer music festival in Santa Fe, New Mexico. He most recently has performed with the acclaimed American composer
Morten Lauridsen and in concerts at the Sun Valley Pavilion with Tony Award winning actors/singers Kelly O’Hara, Brian
Stokes Mitchel and Sutton Foster. He also prepared the American Festival Chorus for critically acclaimed performances of the
Mahler 4th Symphony and the Verdi Requiem for the Sun Valley Summer Symphony in the Sun Valley Pavilion.

In addition to his work as a conductor, Dr. Jessop has been active as a baritone vocalist, first as a member of the Mormon
Tabernacle Choir, and later with the choirs of Helmuth Rilling and John Rutter and with the Robert Shaw Festival Singers. He is
a previous winner of the Metropolitan Opera regional auditions and San Francisco Opera auditions, and has participated in the
Merola Opera training program of the San Francisco Opera.

He lives in the peaceful setting of the northern Utah valley of Cache County with his wife RaNae. They are the parents of four
children and have ten wonderful grandchildren, 8 grandsons and 2 granddaughters.
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